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Timothy Huey 
Director 

To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning & Development 

Date: October 11, 2016 

Re: City of Eldridge's proposed Amendment #2 to the city’s Urban Renewal Area Plan. 

The City of Eldridge has notified Scott County of the proposed amendment to the City’s URA to 

use TIF income for capital projects related to the upgrading and expansion of the City’s 

wastewater treatment facilities.  The total estimated budget for the sewer project would be 

approximately $15M with TIF funding of $9.6M of that total budget. 

The City’s upgrade to its sewer system in addition to more treatment capacity of the wastewater 

plant also includes a new lift station, new gravity fed sewer mains and new force main sewers.  

The City states these improvements are required by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

and in order to accommodate future residential, commercial and industrial development.   

In 2012, the City combined its two Urban Renewal Areas into one unified district and proposed 

to expand the uses of TIF within the URA.  I have attached the letter the Board sent to the City 

following notice of that amendment. 

I attended the meeting giving the affected taxing entities an opportunity to consult on this 

proposal this morning.  I will discuss this proposal with our TIF Review Committee in order to 

make a recommendation to the Board at the Committee of the Whole meeting next Tuesday.   

Xc: TIF Review Committee 
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May 8, 2012 
 
 
Mayor Marty O’ Boyle 
Eldridge City Council Members 
Eldridge City Hall 
305 North Third Street 
Eldridge, Iowa 52748 
 
 
RE: City of Eldridge's proposal to amend the Eldridge Urban Renewal Area to 

combine and expand the two existing areas into the Eldridge Unified Urban 
Renewal Area and expand the uses TIF dollars for municipal capital 
improvements. 

 
 
Dear Mayor O’Boyle and Council Members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment to combine the 
two existing Urban Renewal Areas in the City of Eldridge into one area.  The Scott 
County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the responses to our questions previously 
submitted in the letter from City Administrator John Dowd dated May 3, 2012. 
 
The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of tax increment financing to be limited to 
redeveloping and revitalizing blighted areas with a history of declining property values or 
for attracting new or expanded industrial development.  The Board supports the use of 
tax increment financing as an incentive for the retention and creation of primary jobs.  
The Board recommends that all tax increment financing be for the minimum dollar 
amount to make any project feasible and also be of the shortest possible duration. 
 
Even though sidewalks, bike trails and park amenities may be important components to 
any community’s quality of life the Board does not believe that they qualify to be 
considered “economic development” as intended by State law.  Furthermore the City’s 
determination that using TIF financing to fund a new city hall and police department can 
also considered economic development would similarly stretch the intent of allowable 
uses of TIF dollars.  By these rationales there would appear to be no expenditure of the 
city budget that would not be able to be considered economic development since 
hopefully all aspects of the City’s budget benefits the community. 
 
The Board would encourage the City of Eldridge to limit its use of TIF dollars for 
reversing blight or as an incentive for direct benefits to the local economy and not for 
capital improvements for public infrastructure that should be borne by the residents and 
City of Eldridge and not supported with revenue generated by the County’s property tax  
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levy.  While the Board of Supervisors recognizes the City of Eldridge has no legal 
obligation to comply with our request, we hope in the spirit of intergovernmental 
cooperation the City Council would seriously consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tom Sunderbruch, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc: Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 North Scott School District Board 

Jeff Schwiebert, North Scott School District Superintendent 
John Dowd, Eldridge City Administrator 
Dee F. Bruemmer, Scott County Administrator 
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